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If anyone had been near the All Purpose Room on Novemb
17" they would have thought there was a show going on! |
fact, there was a shéwvi Wr i t i ng Wi th the
featured nearly 100 thirdrade students who had completed 3
Personal Narrative writing unit of study and were sharing the
stories with their peers, family members, and friends.

The show came together with the encouragement of Be

Gordon, our Lucy Caul kinos % cons

our thirdgrade teaching team. Mrs. Maida, our beyond
talented art teacher, created a mixeddia poster proclaiming

the AWriting With the Starsgda ' ow,

our parents and friends to the celebration.

The main event and supstar headliners of the show were our
students. Through the course of our new districte writing

progr am, they practiced gatm- > oy B c d O

their lives. Highlighting special people, places, and everf@
these seeds fAbl ossomedo i nt
and stars, students prepared and presented their narrativi
their audience, standing sure and proud. Family members-;-.fm-—
friends came for their own writing star, but also circulated t &
room reading other writersbo_g

We are sure that these young writers will be spurred onto e ;
greater writing accomplishments with all this support and ¢
couragement from their family, friends, teachers and principa
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Speech Monster
By Laura Hoffman, Speech & Language Teacher

Early in October, | approached Raymond Vikete (Art
Club Advisor) to see if he would be interested in having

the art club create a simple game for some of my younger
students who may not have the cognitive or fine motor
skills for playing board games, cards or doing arts and
crafts. Mr. Vikete was willing to take on the challenge,

and two of his students, Meghan Christie and Abby Stack-
house, volunteered to make a papéichéin Speech Mo
stero by using a cardboard b

When children see the fANSpeec
ment fills the air. l'tds a
the monsters mouth to achieve points. This activity has
become a positive reinforcer for many of the students who

are thrilled to play if they earned it at the end of the les-
son. The ASpeech Monstero i
by becoming quite a conversation piece and increasing
length of utterance for those with limited speech. It is also
helping to further develop play skills as well as assisting
children in describing the monster through the use of ad-
jectives and feelings.

Throughout the year, the children are looking forward to
dressing up the ASpeech Mons
various holidays and occupations. It was nice to work
with another department to create something wonderful

for the children. | would like to thank Mr. Vikete and his
students for putting smiles
and language department.

Decorating with Cl assé
By Noreen Van Houten and Ray Vikete, Technology/Project Upgrade Teachers

The entire 8 i 8" grade student body at MacKinnon
Middle School participated in a lesson about the properties
and principles of Truncated Tetrahedrons; triangular pyra-
mids with the apex replaced by a plane. Each student built a
Truncated Tetrahedron combining twenty of these shapes to
make an Icosahedron. Each math class created their own
Icosahedron. They were decorated with various winter
themes to become holiday ornaments.

The I cosahedron Aornamentsodo were on display ne
MacKinnon office throughout the holiday season.




